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FOUNDATION



100 % PAUL HARRIS FELLOW

The 53 active members of the Camilla Rotary club 
attained Paul Harris Fellow Standing.  Fewer than one-
percent of Rotary Clubs worldwide earn the 100% PHF 
Designation.  Camilla Rotary is proud to have 
accomplished this important goal



DISTRICT GRANT



MAGIC SCHOOL BUS

This year’s District Scholarship recipient went to the “Magic  School Bus”  at Mitchell County High School.  We 
selected this project because it benefits so many high School Students in Camilla and Mitchell County.  It is like a 
book-mobile but tricked out with the latest technology, and it’s brainchild of the former Mitchell Co. High School 
principal (Robert Adams).  The bus features 24 laptops, a Promethean board, an overhead projector, lightening-
fast internet access and the promise of something often hard to find in a low income school district --- the chance 
to get ahead!!



GLOBAL GRANT



KILIFIKIDS

This year the Camilla Rotary Club was given 
the opportunity to participate in a Global 
Grant. Our club along with several other 
small Rotary clubs donated $1,000 and 
helped the Vinings Rotary Club sponsor 
"Kilifikids" project. The grant provides 
hundreds of health workers with cell phones 
and solar panels to cover a population of 
50,000 and directly identify and track 20,000 
women and kids. The goal is to decrease 
maternal mortality rates and increase 
immunization rate for kids under 5 to 
transform entire populations.



PUBLIC RELATIONS



CAMILLA PRO TENNIS 
INVITATIONAL

Camilla Rotary continues a long 
history of it's Corporate Sponsorship 
of the Pro-Tennis Invitational. The 
42nd Annual Event will be held 
April 28-30 2017. The event has 
raised over one million dollars for 
charity over its history. The primary 
beneficiary of its proceeds goes 
toward the Jim Butler, Jr. Mitchell-
Baker Service Center (named for 
the Past President, the late Jim 
Butler Jr.) A special tennis clinic 
held for clients of the ARC is 
certainly a highlight of their year. 
Our support of this event helps to 
ensure that the clients of the 
Service Center ARC continue to 
receive quality services they and 
their families deserve. The event 
benefits the Mitchell County Food 
Bank and the Mitchell County Boys 
and Girls Club.



FIRST RESPONDERS 
RECOGNITION

The Camilla Rotary club wanted to meet the D.G. 
challenge of recognizing and thanking the 1st

Responders.  We took the opportunity to 
recognize the Camilla fire department when D.G. 

Raymond came for a visit.  Several of the fire 
fighters and Chief Jamie Sullivan were present to 
represent the group.  The Rotary Board along with 

Bill Erwin, former club president attorney, 
presented the department with a proclamation 
that expressed the pride and gratitude we have 

for the department.  





FACEBOOK – PUBLIC SERVICE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The club posts the weekly 
meetings on Facebook including 

pictures and regularly posts public 
service announcements such as 

World Polio Day and other 
important topics.



WORLD POLIO DAY

On October 24, Rotary 
International observed World 
Polio Day.  The Camilla Rotary 
club recognized this day by 

providing a program by Eddie 
Williamson, a polio survivor, to it’s 
members.  The club also posted 

regularly on Facebook during the 
week prior to the event.



“ROTARY HAS HEART” 
BREAKFAST FOR FIRST RESPONDERS

Valentine’s Day this year Camilla Rotary took the opportunity (and challenge) to show “Rotary Has Heart”.  Thanks to 
Rotarian Leslie Primo and Carl Shiver (employed with Golden Peanut) and one of their staff we served breakfast to 
many of the 1st responders.  Valentine’s morning we brought breakfast to the 911 center.  We invited the ambulance 
service, the Sheriff’s Dept., the Police Dept., the Volunteer Fire Dept. and the Camilla Fire Dept.  Joy Mobley (club 
president) pleasure of helping serve this great group of people.  We set up at 5:45 am and served about 100-125 1st

responders.  For those that couldn’t attend Joy took food to the Sheriff’s office, Fire Dept., and Police Dept.  Everyone 
was so appreciative; we were glad for the opportunity to show our appreciation.



CANCER TIES EVENT TO BENEFIT A 
LOCAL TEACHER

More than 15 Rotary members participated in fundraising event to raise money for local cancer 
patient, Carole Powell. Carole was a  teacher at a local school.  She lost her life to cancer last 
year.  Pictured below are a few of our Rotarians.  They showed “Service Above Self” by attending 
and contributing money for this special event!  Ms. Carole was very loved in our community!



TOUCH A TRUCK
GNAT DAYS

Every Year the Camilla Chamber of Commerce hosts a Gnat Days Festival.  This year the 
Camilla Rotary Club plans to sponsor “Touch a Truck”.  This will provide fun for children and 
offer the Club an opportunity to share about Rotary.  We will wear our Rotary shirts, provide 
water (with Rotary labels on them), and have literature available to share with the 
community what Rotary does locally and internationally.  Not only is the event supported 
by Camilla but by people all over Southwest Georgia.



VIVA LA ROTARY
The Camilla and Pelham Rotary clubs join together to present the 
6th Annual Viva La Rotary Casino Night event in support of local 
charities. The 2017 event will support the Mitchell County Food Bank. 
The event is a Family of Rotary function with includes all members, 
spouses and guests as well as many community members. Viva La 
Rotary is one of the community's most elegant and enjoyed events -
black tie optional! Members and their guests enjoy high style fun as 
they attend a cocktail buffet, jewelry fashion show, participate in 
high value raffle items and silent auction. Vegas style gaming 
comes complete with professional tables and dealers. Event 
sponsors, many of whom are Rotarians, enjoy publicity before and 
during the event - especially our highest level sponsors whose face 
adorns the funny money.

This has been a great event to showcase Rotary and to help local 
non-profits. The Mitchell County Food Bank will be the recipient this 
year.  They serve a vast number of families in Pelham and Camilla 
and many other Mitchell County residents.

Last year, a check was presented to the Boys and Girls club for 
$4,114. (funds were outstanding at the date of the picture)



UPDATING TECHNOLOGY WITH 
THE NEW DISTRICT 6900 WEBSITE

The Club began utilizing the District 6900 website 
powered by TeamForte. The Camilla website 
created a fresh new look with the website 
capabilities. The website greatly improved the 
clubs ability to keep up with member data and 
attendance. The club plans to continue to 
personalize the website.



COMMUNITY SERVICE



BOCCE BALL
An annual Special Olympics Bocce Ball Tournament is held in Camilla, GA. It is hosted by the Mitchell County Service 
Center for athletes in Camilla, Albany, and Cairo, over 125 athletes, coaches, and supporters from across the region 
attended the 12th Camilla Bocce Invitational. 

The Camilla Rotary Blub has been the primary sponsor of the event for each of the twelve years it's been held. Club 
members provided lunch for the athletes as well as assisted with all aspects of the event. The First Baptist Church of 
Camilla provided water for the athletes. Westwood Schools provided the facilities for the event. The students from 
Westwood's National Honor Society served as officials. 

This is one of the best service projects for the Camilla Rotary Club and it is a great event for athletes, the students that 
help, as well as for the community in Camilla. 



BOCCE 
BALL



WESTWOOD SCHOOLS 
BLOOD DRIVE

Rotary members participated in a blood 
drive sponsored by Westwood Schools. The 
members participating were David Sullivan, 
Dean Daniels and Andy Palmer.



CANNED FOOD DRIVE

During the month of November, the club 
collected and donated canned foods for 
the Mitchell County Food Bank.  
Approximately 75 canned food items were 
donated.  Many people in Southwest Ga live  
at or below the poverty level. The Food Bank 
of Mitchell County is located in Pelham.  It 
provides hundreds of people from all over 
Mitchell County with food to help them to 
sustain life.  We were honored to be a part of 
such a worthwhile project.

.



C.A.R.T FUND

This is the 2nd year the Camilla Rotary Club has participated in the C.A.R.T (Coins for Alzheimer's 
Research Trust) fund. Last Rotary year, we donated $1,000 and this year we will meet that goal again. 
This was our past DG's passion and we have kept that passion alive through our giving. We learned at 
the District Conference last year how many people and families are affected by this dreadful disease. 
The seated audience was asked to stand if they had not in some way been affected by Alzheimer's 
and no one stood up. It reinforced our desire to keep this as a service project for our club. Each week 
members donate coins in the blue buckets and at the end of the Rotary year the money is sent to 
C.A.R.T.



HELPING THE LOUISIANA FLOOD 
VICTIMS

Between August 9 and 16, 2016, record rainfall in southern Louisiana 
dropped the equivalent of 7.1 trillion gallons of water.  100,000 homes 
were flooded, survivors left homeless and 13 people killed.  

The Camilla Rotary club joined the District by sending funds to support the 
Louisiana Flood Victims.  $1,000 was sent to Friends of Disabled Adults and 
Children to administer the funds.



HELPING MITCHELL COUNTY  
STORM VICTIMS

The most intense and longest lived tornado of the 
2017 tornado outbreak was a massive, rain-
wrapped wedge tornado that began in southern 
Dougherty County, Georgia during the late 
afternoon hours of January 22, 2017.  20 people in 
all lost their lives during the outbreak across the 
southeast.  Neighboring Mitchell County 
experienced numerous damaged homes and 
property. We were asked to send help to the 
Albany area by our D.G.  Instead we felt it was 
important to help those here in our County.  In 
2000, there were devastating tornados that  hit 
Mitchell Co.  Through Rotary, donations poured in 
to the Camilla Club to be used for Mitchell Co. 
residents.  Thanks to the Rotarians that distributed 
this money it was used to do so much good in our 
community.  The fund still had money almost 
$3,000.  We decided to donate $500 to 6 families 
that lost everything this January.  So, Thank you to 
Rotarians all over!  Your money has been well 
spent!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dougherty_County,_Georgia


VOCATIONAL SERVICE



SCHOLARSHIPS

Laws of Life Scholarship Recipients:

Taylor Brinkley and Julia Harris

Frank S. Twitty Sr. Rotary Scholarship 

Recipients:

Brooks Pinson, Dru Ford, and Vanessa 

Santillan Rodriguez



YOUTH SERVICES



RYLA

The Camilla Rotary Club sponsored 3 youth to attend a RYLA camp at Georgia Southwestern University in June 2016. 
The youth learned about leadership, teamwork and learned a great deal about themselves. The Camilla Rotary Club 
knows the importance and benefit of RYLA. Every year the club sponsors students. Most of the time the students go 
"against their will" but they always come back very thankful that they went. Our club believes it is an investment in our 
future to have students attend RYLA. We will continue with the program and are very thankful to have the opportunity.



MEMBERSHIP



BI-ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

• The Camilla Club over the past few years has begun hosting a “Membership 
Drive”.  During fall and spring we specifically plan a lunch meeting to invite 
several potential Rotarians.  We dress our tables up a little extra that day.  
Also, we have a program to specifically highlight something important that 
Rotary does in either local communities or globally.  Also, we call on two or 
three Rotarians to share a special “Rotary Moment”.  One very touching 
meeting, a Rotarian shared that when his mom passed she donated money 
to specifically help in eradicating Polio.  He took the opportunity to go to 
India and help disperse polio vaccinations that year.  He shared how 
touched he was and how amazing Rotary Globally makes such a huge 
contribution to the world!  Also, he said how thankful he was that his mom 
had made the contribution and that he helped “eradicate polio”. It was a 
very touching “moment”, not many dry eyes in the room!



FAMILY OF ROTARY



FAMILY OF ROTARY EVENT AT 
JAMES LEE ADAMS COOK HOUSE

In September  our fellow Rotarian James Lee Adams and his wife 
Sue (honorary Rotarian) shared their “Cook House” with us.  It’s a 
huge screened building with comfortable furniture all around, 
rocking chairs, picnic style tables, full kitchen and indoor plumbing.  
Frank Dixon so graciously prepares a wonderful meal of pulled pork 
and all the trimmings.  His sweet daughter Shealy made us her 
delectable pound cake!  This year we included the spouses or 
significant other to attend.  It was great fun and fellowship!  James 
Lee’s cook house is out in the country with beautiful scenery all 
around.  Also, the cookhouse if full of all kinds of antique furniture, 
farm equipment, photographs and much more,  It was a really 
enjoyable gathering and a chance to just fellowship and enjoy one 
another.



CHRISTMAS SOCIAL



SANTA VISIT

Santa stopped by the 
club in December to 
visit with Rotarian kids 
and grand kids.  The 
kids came for lunch 
with their families, 

sang songs and had a 
chance to tell Santa 

what they wanted for 
Christmas!



REMEMBERING A DEAR FRIEND 
AND FELLOW ROTARIAN

FOSTER GOOLSBY
Our club was so honored to have known Foster 
Goolsby!  Foster came to Camilla from Fitzgerald, 
GA.  His granddaughter lives in Camilla and she 
moved him to Camilla so that she could help take 
care of him.  He lived at a Retirement Village in 
Camilla.  He was a pilot in WW II.  His story is 
amazing!!  One of our programs was Foster sharing 
his stories of WWII.  We all instantly fell in love with 
Mr. Foster.  Our club unanimously voted to induct 
him as an Honorary Rotarian.  The honor was all 
ours!! When Mr. Goolsby passed, we sent a 
donation to the Rotary Foundation in his memory.  
He was such a special man and we were blessed 
to have known him.



ANNUAL MEETING



ANNUAL MEETING

On June 23rd, 2016 the club celebrated the 
end of the Rotary year.  The evening 
included a social hour, meal provided by a 
local catering service, a presentation of the 
C.A.R.T fund check, awards and pinning of 
the new president.



GRSP



GRSP STUDENT

Our Rotary student Caroline Warr came and visited our Camilla Club.  Caroline came 

from Australia and she was such a pleasure to have as our guest!  She is a very intelligent, 

personable young lady.  Her presentation about her home, family, and future plans was 

quite impressive.  What a wonderful program we as Rotarians have the opportunity to 

experience.



FUNDRAISING



SHOTGUN RAFFLE

The Camilla club sponsored a shotgun raffle this 
year.  Rotarian Danny Palmer graciously took 
charge of the project.  Living in a rural “hunting” 
community makes this sort of project easy and 
Rotary was able to raise money that we turned 
around and put back in to our community.  We 
have a local gun shop that helped us purchase 3 
shotguns.  The evening of our Christmas party we 
awarded the winners through a drawing.  The 
club raised over $5,000 to use in helping others 
such as donating to the Louisiana flood victims 
and the Mitchell County tornado victims.



TRAINING



RLI TRAINING

In January, Joy Mobley (Club President and Joe Thomas (PE) had the opportunity to 

attend RLI training in Americus.  Both Rotarians had the opportunity to enjoy meeting 

other Rotarians and to learn more about Rotary.  Both members came home very 

impressed and thankful to be a part of such an amazing organization.


