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DG Mary with Jon Black, a new member from Moultrie
From Our District Governor
Happy Half Year! Celebrating How We Share Our Talents to Make a Difference
By Mary Ligon
This month, Rotary International focuses on Vocational Service - asking members to represent their occupations within their clubs and to exemplify the ideals of Rotary in their places of
work. There are many ways you can bring your vocation to Rotary's work and add to the value of your Rotary membership - including volunteering for a service project or joining a
Rotary Action Group or Rotary Fellowship.

You can also share the value of Rotary with friends and business associates - by inviting them to attend a meeting, fellowship or service event to learn more about what we do and the
difference we can make working together.

And making a difference we are. As we start 2022 - halfway through this Rotary Year, I am proud of what you all have achieved so far and want to share our progress toward some key
goals. Read on! [more]

District Conference Update
Register Now for a Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious District Conference!
By Court Dowis, Jr.
District Governor Mary invites you to pop-in for a Jolly Holiday in SanDestin full of inspiration, fellowship, fun and learning. It's scheduled to take place April 28 to May 1 at the Grand
SanDestin at Miramar Beach and registration is now open! Expect more details on the Jolly Holiday from George and Winifred Banks (Conference co-chairs PDG Court Dowis and PAG
Stephanie Windham), who have a fantastic event planned. Register by January 15th for best prices and prize eligibility!
[more]

Two options to support disaster response for recent tornado in Kentucky and Tennessee
By Mary Ligon
We have information on how to contribute to the disaster response in two areas. Click more for pertinent excepts from emails I have received.
[more]

Membership
Looking for Ways to Connect with Prospective Members?
By Jaclyn Donovan
Consider the strategies and ideas in these resources to connect with potential members:
• Engaging Younger Professionals — Welcoming younger professionals into Rotary is essential for us. Our digital kit will help you rethink membership and bring emerging leaders
into your club.
• Strategies for Attracting New Members —Take this Learning Center course to help draw prospective members, update your club's experience, and better highlight what it does
well.
[more]

Membership
Welcome New Members
By Jaclyn Donovan
Congrats to the clubs and welcome to 21 new members (as identified in district data base). And applause to clubs posting new member welcomes on Facebook! Check out the story!
[more]

GRSP Opportunity
Oslo Summer Scholarship Opportunity for Georgia Students
By Katheryne Fields
College students, ages 20-24, are welcome to submit an application to study in Oslo, Norway for six weeks this summer. The scholarship is sponsored by the Norwegian Rotary Advisory Board, in partnership with Georgia Rotary Student Program.
We are now accepting applications … [more]

From RI Service Blog
Envisioning a Happy, Healthy and HIV-free Future
By Marion Bunch
“The Rotary Action Group for Family Health and AIDS Prevention (RFHA) is a Rotary treasure. It changes lives. There are a lot of great things that Rotary members do, but there are only a
few that can be called an actual treasure. RFHA is one of them. What it does for the people is beautiful and the impact is amazing,” shares Dr. Laura Kann, district governor-elect (in
Illinois) and RFHA Inc. advisor. (Editor's Note: Laura started her Rotary journey here in District 6900 as part of the Rotary Club of Dunwoody.)
Kann worked with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for 30 years. But she still felt there was something missing in terms of the work she was doing. After dedicating so
many years working for public health on an international level, Kann couldn’t wait to work with the people on the ground level. [more]

Opportunity to Support
Join the Rotary Wilderness Team to Support Work in Honduras
By Paul Ray
The Rotary Wilderness Team and HAVE Foundation are having a fundraiser to reignite our projects in Honduras. This event is
Thursday, January 20, 2022, at 6:30 pm, at the Sherwood Event Center in Sandy Springs.  The Rotary Wilderness Team is the official
international trip of the Rotary Club of Atlanta but many clubs participate. Go
to: https://events.handbid.com/auctions/honduras-hope-2022 for tickets or sponsorships.
If you are a University of Georgia Bulldog fan, this event should interest you - especially after their 2022 National Championship Win.
We will have a brief program featuring past Honduras visits and the premier of our 2022 Wilderness Team documentary. The highlight
of the evening will feature a UGA Football Legends panel with Kevin Butler, a two-time All American at Georgia and former Chicago
Bear, and Frank Ros, Captain of the 1980 Bulldog National Championship team. Our emcee is Mr. College Football, Tony Barnhart. We
may also have some surprise “visitors.” [more]

Club News
Roswell Continues Adopt a Platoon
By Becky Nelson
Adopt-a-Platoon is a highly regarded service project done at least annually in Roswell Rotary Club.  Led by Rotarian Ralph Rowland, members donate jerky, gloves, sanitizer,
magazines, etc.  This year 85 boxes were packed for active service men and women around the world.  … [more]

Club News
Tucker Collects Equipment, Packs Food
By Lizbeth Dison
The Rotary Club of Tucker has been busy in the community. In November, the club sponsored a Drive-Thru Electronics Recycling Event in November, benefiting Friends of
Disabled Adults and Children. RCT volunteers collected over 200 pieces of working and non-working electronics, including forty laptops, along with $3700 worth of home medical
equipment, which will be cleaned, refurbished and reissued to FODAC clients. Event participants also donated $600 in cash which will go to FODAC.
In December, a volunteer team helped with a Saturday morning food distribution at NETWorks Cooperative Ministry, where they packed grocery orders for families in
need.  [more]

Upcoming Key Dates
Thursday, January 13th, 2022 Camilla Camilla Official DG Visit

Tuesday, January 18th, 2022 Dunwoody Rotary Means Business

Tuesday, January 18th, 2022 Rotary Means Business - District Vocational Committee

Tuesday, January 25th, 2022 Cuthbert Cuthbert Official DG Visit

Wednesday, January 26th, 2022 Emory-Druid Hills Emory-Druid Hills Official DG Visit

Tuesday, February 8th, 2022 Atlanta Airport Official DG Visit

Wednesday, February 9th, 2022 Marietta Official DG Visit
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From Our District Governor

Happy Half Year! Celebrating How We Share Our Talents to
Make a Difference

DG Mary with Jon Black, a new member from Moultrie

This month, Rotary International focuses on Vocational Service - asking members to represent their
occupations within their clubs and to exemplify the ideals of
Rotary in their places of work. There are many ways you can bring your vocation to Rotary's work and add
to the value of your Rotary membership. Consider:

Volunteering to bring your skills and talents to bear on a service project with your club

Joining a Rotary Action Group - and lending your skills and support to service projects around the
world (visit rotary.org/actiongroups). You can read about one of those Action Groups in this
newsletter, as we share a story from the Rotary Service Blog about RFHA, an action group started
right here in District 6900.

Joining or starting a Rotary Fellowship - Right here in District 6900, you can be part of the Rotary
Means Business fellowship; see the article later in the newsletter. You may also choose to join an
international group of Rotarians,

family members, and program participants and alumni who share

a vocational or recreational interest (visit rotary.org/fellowships)

You can also share the value of Rotary with friends and business associates - by inviting them to attend a
meeting, fellowship or service event to learn more about what we do and the difference we can make
working together.
And making a difference we are. As we start 2022 - halfway through this Rotary Year, I am proud of what
you all have achieved so far and want to share our progress toward some key goals:
Service: With just 12 clubs reporting their completed projects in Rotary Club
Central so far, our work involved 2168 volunteers - with a total of 8883 hours and $75,690 invested in
these projects. That's just under 20% of our clubs; think of what the numbers would show if all clubs

http://north-columbus.rotary6900.org/rotary.org/actiongroups
http://north-columbus.rotary6900.org/rotary.org/fellowships


reported all the good work we're doing.
Membership: You should all know by now that "Grow More (so we can) Do More" means a lot to our RI
President and to me - membership is critical to all we can accomplish. Congrats to the clubs listed here for
leading the district's membership growth!
                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                 
  
Club
  

  
Members 7/1/21
  

  
Members   1/3/22
  

  
Up by
  

  
% up
  

  
Johns   Creek-North Fulton
  

  
           29  
  

  
           43  
  

  
      14  
  

  
48.3%
  

  
Carrollton-Dawn   Breakers
  

  
           62  
  

  
           70  
  

  
        8  
  

  
12.9%
  

  
South   DeKalb County
  

  
           22  
  

  
           29  
  

  
        7  
  

  
31.8%
  

  
Camilla  
  

  
           41  
  

  
           47  
  

  
        6  
  

  
14.6%
  

  
Columbus  
  

  
         279  
  

  
         285  
  

  
        6  
  

  
2.2%
  

  
Midtown   Atlanta
  

  
           73  
  

  
           78  
  

  
        5  
  

  
6.8%
  

  
Griffin  
  

  
           97  
  

  
         101  
  

  
        4  
  

  
4.1%
  

  
Peachtree   City
  

  
         112  
  

  
         116  
  

  
        4  
  

  
3.6%
  

  
Polk   County
  

  
           13  
  

  
           17  
  

  
        4  
  

  
30.8%
  

  
Roswell  
  

  
         221  
  

  
         225  
  

  
        4  
  

  
1.8%
  

  
Marietta  
  

  
           78  
  

  
           81  
  

  
        3  
  

  
3.8%
  

  
Thomasville  
  

  
         125  
  

  
         128  
  

  
        3  
  

  
2.4%
  

  
North   Cobb
  

  
           61  
  

  
           64  
  

  
        3  
  

  
4.9%
  



Our Rotary Foundation Giving: I appreciate the 29 clubs who submitted their Polio Plus goals for the
year - and especially the clubs who have already met those goals - Carrollton Dawnbreakers, East Cobb,
Griffin Daybreak, LaGrange, Marietta, Meriwether County, Moultrie, Muscogee-Columbus, North Atlanta,
North Columbus, Roswell, Smyrna, Thomasville, Tucker and Vinings Cumberland. Thanks also to the 515
individuals who have given at least $100 in support of The Rotary Foundation this year - considered
Sustaining Members for the Rotary Foundation.  
I appreciate all that each and every one of you is doing to help Rotary make a difference in our
communities and the world. Keep up the good work!

Posted by Mary Ligon
January 10, 2022

District Conference Update

Register Now for a Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious District
Conference!
April 28 - May 1, 2022 in SanDestin



District Governor Mary invites you to pop-in for a Jolly Holiday in SanDestin full of inspiration,
fellowship, fun and learning. It's scheduled to take place April 28 to May 1 at the Grand SanDestin at
Miramar Beach.

With a Spoonful of Sugar, we'll offer "medicine" to help us focus on our strategic priorities around:
 

Increasing our impact
  
Expanding our reach
  
Enhancing participant engagement
  



Increasing our ability to adapt

Be sure to sign up for the Poppins Pony Prix, bring yourtuppence for Polio Plus, visitCherry Tree Lane, be
ready for the Chim Chimeny sweep, an Admiral Booming good time and you never know who may Measure
Up for recognition.
  
Expect more details on the Jolly Holiday from George and Winifred Banks (Conference co-chairs PDG
Court Dowis and PAG Stephanie Windham), who have a fantastic event planned. Register by January
15th for best prices and prize eligibility!
  
Let's go Fly a Kite!  
Posted by Court Dowis, Jr.
January 11, 2022

Two options to support disaster response for recent tornado in
Kentucky and Tennessee

https://rotary6900.org/email/click?e=13133&u=1696&l=https://rotary6900.org/reservation/create?event=5319


We have information on how to contribute to the disaster response in two areas.  See below for pertinent
excepts from emails I have received.

Our little town of Dresden, pop. 3500, was hit by a massive tornado Friday night. Over 100 buildings and
homes were severely damaged or destroyed. Our Dresden Rotary Club has established a Tornado Relief
Fund to help with the response in our area. Any support would be most appreciated. We will use these
funds to meet the needs of our community as they arise, as our club has for the past 75 years. Your clubs
may contribute through Venmo to @DresdenRotaryTornadoReliefFund, or GoFundMe at
https://gofund.me/327cecf5. Checks may be mailed to: Dresden Rotary Club Tornado Relief Fund P.O. Box
652 Dresden, TN 38225

And the 2nd option represented with this picture and note.

Friends, we cannot thank you all enough for your kindness and support. Your generosity will not go
unnoticed. Please see the graphic below for donation details. We are able to provide tax receipts for
anyone interested. Please send our love and thanks back to your district and clubs and know that we are
eternally grateful.

https://gofund.me/327cecf5


Posted by Mary Ligon
December 17, 2021

Membership

Looking for Ways to Connect with Prospective Members?

Consider the strategies and ideas in these resources to connect with potential members:

Engaging Younger Professionals — Welcoming younger professionals into Rotary is essential for
us. Our digital kit will help you rethink membership and bring emerging leaders into your club.
Strategies for Attracting New Members —Take this Learning Center course to help draw
prospective members, update your club's experience, and better highlight what it does well.
Customizable club brochure — Design your own club brochure using the template on Rotary's
Brand Center. Choose images and wording to best represent your club.
Finding New Club Members: A Prospective Member Exercise — Try these strategies to attract

https://www.rotary.org/en/engaging-younger-professionals-toolkit
https://www.rotary.org/learn?deep-link=https%3A//learn.rotary.org/members%3Fr%3Dsite/sso%26sso_type%3Dsaml%26id_course%3D95
https://brandcenter.rotary.org/en-GB/App/Approval
https://my-cms.rotary.org/en/document/finding-new-club-members-prospective-member-exercise


qualified members for your club.
Creating a Positive Experience for Prospective Members — Working with prospective members
is a delicate task. Find tips and ideas to determine whether membership would match their needs as
well as your club's. Learn what you can do to ensure that prospects have a positive experience,
regardless of whether they join.
Guide to Corporate Membership — Learn how to engage your local businesses and offer a new
membership type to a few of the business employees.
Online Membership Leads course — This Learning Center course will show how a prospect
experiences the membership leads process, and how club and district leaders can create a
consistent, positive experience for prospective members.
Connect to Membership Leads — Learn how to find and track prospective members who want to
get involved.

Posted by Jaclyn Donovan
November 1, 2021

Membership

Welcome New Members

Congrats to the clubs and welcome to 21 new members (as identified in district data base). And applause
to clubs posting new member welcomes on Facebook!

Peachtree City – Benjamin Hillis, Paige Munk

https://my-cms.rotary.org/en/document/creating-positive-experience-prospective-members
https://my-cms.rotary.org/en/document/guide-corporate-membership
https://www.rotary.org/learn?deep-link=https%3A//learn.rotary.org/members%3Fr%3Dsite/sso%26sso_type%3Dsaml%26id_course%3D104
https://my-cms.rotary.org/en/document/connect-membership-leads


Moultrie – Jon Black
Atlanta West End – Jemillatu Lewally
Columbus – Reginald Thompson
Decatur – RJ Jawanda
Forsyth-Monroe – Margaret Holloway
Midtown Atlanta – Mahlet Solomon, George Boyd, Debbie Christensen
North Cobb – Sharn Skelton
Polk County – Amanda Hogan, Marianne Wood, Pat Lusted
South Cobb – Heath King, Claude Gatlin, Jim Ginocchio
Meriwether County – Shanna Downs
Roswell – Nathan Porter, Courtney Lott
Buckhead – Stephen Craft

Posted by Jaclyn Donovan
January 11, 2022

GRSP Opportunity

Oslo Summer Scholarship Opportunity for Georgia Students
Applications Due by January 20, 2022

College students, ages 20-24, are welcome to submit an application to study in Oslo, Norway for six weeks
this summer. The scholarship is sponsored by the Norwegian Rotary Advisory Board, in partnership with
Georgia Rotary Student Program. We are now accepting applications for the 2022 International Summer
School. Applications will close on January 20, 2022. Complete your application at Oslo Application - GRSP

Posted by Katheryne Fields
January 11, 2022

From RI Service Blog

Envisioning a Happy, Healthy and HIV-free Future
by Sneha Saloni and the Rotary Action Group for Family Health and AIDS Prevention

https://grsp.org/oslo-application/


“The Rotary Action Group for Family Health and AIDS Prevention (RFHA) is a Rotary treasure. It changes
lives. There are a lot of great things that Rotary members do, but there are only a few that can be called an
actual treasure. RFHA is one of them. What it does for the people is beautiful and the impact is amazing,”
shares Dr. Laura Kann, district governor-elect (in Illinois) and RFHA Inc. advisor.

Kann worked with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for 30 years. But she still felt there
was something missing in terms of the work she was doing. After dedicating so many years working for
public health on an international level, Kann couldn’t wait to work with the people on the ground level.

The Rotary journey

“I joined the Rotary family in 2004.” Reminiscing about her first meeting with Marion Bunch, RFHA Inc
founder, Kann says, “I called up Marion and asked her if I could come and see her. She invited me the next
weekend. I knew about her interest in working to help people with HIV and during that time, the program
that I was working with in the CDC was also AIDS-focused. We had a lot of things to talk and discuss about.
She ended up being my Rotary sponsor (in the Rotary Club of Dunwoody) and a few years down the line, I
started helping RFHA with consulting.”

“One of the things that attracted me towards Rotary was that this organization was into public health. I was
working for public health on an international level, but I wasn’t working on the ground. Providing direct

http://rfha.org/rfhd/


services to the people was what I wanted to do, and Rotary gave me that opportunity,” she says.

“As part of the Rotary Polio Mission, I got an opportunity to travel to India. With the CDC, I was only working
with the high-level government officials. With Rotary, I was administering vaccines to babies, learning about
the problems at the ground level. The experience was drastically different. Rotary works in a unique way
within a country. It works with the people, bringing solutions to the tiniest villages. And this sets it apart
from many other NGOs,” shares Kann.

What is RFHA?

Describing the RFHA model, Kann says, “When people ask me what RFHA is, I always say that it is an
organization that brings life-changing impact in the communities it serves. RFHA’s model is such that it
allows family health days to focus on the problem of the moment. Its flexibility helps in addressing the
public health issues society is dealing with in the present, and this is what makes it so special and
impactful.”

“It is not a one-size fits all kind of model, but RFHA is set up in a way that it can address the needs of every
community. One of the keys to the RFHA model is that it uses local people to provide health services which
helps in building a bond of trust with the society. Rather than bringing some experts who know nothing
about the community and its people, RFHA works closely with the locals who can easily reach out to their
people,” she explains.

Helping destroy the stigma

She talks about the various stigmas and problems attached with AIDS and highlights, “One of the best
things about RFHA is that it deals with the problems surrounding AIDS and related stigma in a tactful way.
The family health program addresses AIDS along with all different health problems, thus reducing the
stigma and making people feel that AIDS screening and intervention is not the sole reason they are
receiving health services free of cost.”

“I feel this is the best way to deal with the stigma – address AIDS like another regular health problem and
not a stigmatized health issue. RFHA’s approach does just that. RFHA has helped spread awareness and has
saved many lives,” she adds.

Help the world heal

“The difference between those who have and those who don’t – is reflected in the healthcare system. A
system that barely exists in some parts of the world,” Kann shares.



With the idea that public health system should be available to anyone in need, RFHA is transforming
healthcare delivery through the Rotary Family Health Day program so that it reaches every individual.
Empowering healthcare workers with resources to improve quality healthcare, RFHA has helped over 2.65
million patients by offering over 11 million free health services since 2011.

Your help will bring us a step closer in making health care accessible for all and give a happy-healthy life to
many. To learn more, visit http://www.rfha.org or contact Sue Paget, CEO, RFHA Inc at +27 (0) 83 456 392
or spaget@rfha.org.

Posted by Marion Bunch
January 11, 2022

Opportunity to Support

Join the Rotary Wilderness Team to Support Work in Honduras

The Rotary Wilderness Team and HAVE Foundation are having a fundraiser to

http://www.rfha.org/
mailto:spaget@rfha.org


reignite our projects in Honduras. This event is Thursday, January 20, 2022, at 6:30
pm, at the Sherwood Event Center in Sandy Springs.  

If you are a University of Georgia Bulldog fan, this event should interest you -
especially after their 2022 National Championship Win. We will have a brief program
featuring past Honduras visits and the premier of our 2022 Wilderness Team
documentary. The highlight of the evening will feature a UGA Football Legends panel
with Kevin Butler, a two-time All American at Georgia and former Chicago Bear, and
Frank Ros, Captain of the 1980 Bulldog National Championship team. Our emcee is
Mr. College Football, Tony Barnhart. We may also have some surprise “visitors.”

The Rotary Wilderness Team founder and Atlanta Rotarian, Bob Hope, has made
annual visits to the Agalta Valley in central Honduras since 1999. Our 2020-21 plans
were sidelined by COVID-19, but the Rotary Wilderness Team plans to return to our
work in March 2022.

The Rotary Wilderness Team is the official international trip of the Rotary Club of
Atlanta, but many other Clubs in our district and beyond have joined the team.
Rotary Clubs of Alpharetta, Bremen, Buckhead, Marietta Metro, Roswell, and Senoia
have had members on the Wilderness Team in recent years.

Go to: https://events.handbid.com/auctions/honduras-hope-2022 for tickets or
sponsorships.

Posted by Paul Ray
January 11, 2022

Club News

Roswell Continues Adopt a Platoon

https://events.handbid.com/auctions/honduras-hope-2022




Adopt-a-Platoon is a highly regarded service project done at least annually in Roswell Rotary Club.  Led
by Rotarian Ralph Rowland, members donate jerky, gloves, sanitizer, magazines, etc.  This year 85 boxes
were packed for active service men and women around the world.  We are accepting names so if you know
a loved one or community member who is serving, please send their name and APO mailing address to:
susbeck6061@gmail.com. 

We will be shipping boxes until they are gone!  

Posted by Becky Nelson
January 11, 2022

Club News

Tucker Collects Equipment, Packs Food

mailto:susbeck6061@gmail.com


The Rotary Club of Tucker has been busy in the community. In November, the club sponsored a Drive-
Thru Electronics Recycling Event in November, benefiting Friends of Disabled Adults and Children. RCT
volunteers collected over 200 pieces of working and non-working electronics, including forty laptops,
along with $3700 worth of home medical equipment, which will be cleaned, refurbished and reissued to
FODAC clients. Event participants also donated $600 in cash which will go to FODAC.

In December, a volunteer team helped with a Saturday morning food distribution at NETWorks Cooperative
Ministry, where they packed grocery orders for families in need. The team also presented NETWorks with a
$2000 check from the Rotary District Grant Program, to support the organization’s mission to address food
insecurity and household poverty. 

PHOTOS:

https://www.facebook.com/fodac/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWyu9jw5g6vd1B_o5dR4NaWTsT0qQJNehZlBUipn3v1EltYC-ciHX5Eq6j6IUJ57tHYR8-9GeJR3OmHQHy-vi00DOjcHwhpYqnYjMXTEr--SfoGKEqVq7mgu9iwRb0ps6H1dfPKLkEnc8Y0BsxbxfJE2YgSwzPxxhaQmYY77zyZgGttkLGPM25_y76vXBlXt0U&__tn__=kK-R


Posted by Lizbeth Dison
January 11, 2022

From Facebook

Celebrating Service and Fellowship in District 6900



Posted by Jackie Cuthbert
January 11, 2022

From Facebook

together2



Posted by Jackie Cuthbert
January 11, 2022


